Monitoring catch and effort and linking fleet movement of sardine fishery in
Fisheries Management Area (FMA) 7, Philippines
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Introduction sy pelagic fisheries make up over half of total marine capture fisheries production of the country. Sardines comprise a major fishery
o i N resource in the Philippines, making up 1 of every 6 kg of marine catches. The inner interisland waters of east central Philippines (FMA 7) is
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:W“%"' et e oeare the second most productive sardine fishing ground where Sardinella lemuru dominates the catches. Reports of decreasing catches in the
i o past decade make management of the fisheries urgent but estimates of annual catch are still lacking. This study was conducted from
T semensnanaowea February 2020 to April 2021 to provide such an estimate and to characterize the distribution of the stock.
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The Developing the Sardine Management Plan for FMA 7 : v Vessels from Bulan seemed to follow the movement of S. lemuru year-round s sradual movement northwards,

' % In addition to insights on stock movement patterns, the results of this
study also showed that tracking of fishing vessels (small-scale or
commercial) need not be expensive, risky or carbon-footprint heavy.
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extending into Burias Pass in
January, then back to the Ticao
Pass in late February, where drift
gill net vessels continued to
operate until April and perhaps
up to May

%It also illustrates the feasibility of designing a monitoring system to
efficiently generate information on fishing grounds, fishing intensity,
and monitoring of compliance with regulations.
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