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Small Pelagic Fish (SPF) are important ecological and socio-economic
resources in several areas of the world, particularly in Eastern Boundary
Upwelling Systems (EBUS). These are the Oceans’ most productive

biomes that support a great part of the world’s wild marine fish harvest.

The Western Iberia Upwelling Ecosystem (WIUE) is located at the
northern limit of one of the 4 EBUS, the Canary Current System.
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SPF in this area are highly important and have been representing, in general,
more than 50% of Marine Fish Portuguese Landings (Fig.l) [|]. The
dynamics of SPF species have been noticed in this area, specially with the
rapid decrease of the |berian Sardine stock over the last 10 years. With this
decrease, there was an increasing trend in catches of other SPF species in
the purse-seine fishery as Anchovy, Chub Mackerel and Horse Mackerel.
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