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• It combines published climate change 
stressor data [1][2] with management 
resilience proxies based on MSC Fisheries 
Standard Principle 3 indicators of 
‘effective management’ (Fig. 2).

• Managing fisheries sustainably should increase their climate resilience. Yet, climate change is putting sustainable fishing at 
risk, even in the best-resourced management systems, with profound consequences for nature and people. 

• Each fishery has a public certification report containing detailed 
sustainability assessments by third party auditors. These are evaluated 
against MSC’s Fisheries Standard indicators, organised under 3 Principles: 
(1) Sustainable stocks (2) Minimizing environmental impacts (3) Effective 
management. 

• The Marine Stewardship Council (MSC), an internationally-renowned 
seafood ecolabeling program, currently engages over 500 fisheries with 
many different target species, gear types and scales across the globe 
(Fig.1). 
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To learn more contact: katie.longo@msc.org
@KT_longo - www.msc.org

Next steps include:
• Ground-truthing through case studies.
• Complementing certificate data with pre-assessments (i.e., rapid assessments for non certified fisheries) so as to cover geographic gaps.
• Adding supply chain data to estimate sustainable seafood trade vulnerabilities.

Expected outcomes:
• Through the lens of the MSC Fisheries Standard performance indicators for stocks, ecosystems and governance, we will provide a reproducible, 

global scale evaluation approach to how key climate-resilient management traits can be studied in different parts of the world, considering their 
implications for sustainable seafood value chains. 

• Lessons learned may help inform the future iteration of the MSC Fisheries Standard, to ensure it keeps incentivizing sustainable practices.
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• A risk assessment can help prioritise high vulnerability regions, where 
predicted biological impacts are high, but institutional capacity is 
insufficient. To this end, large scale yet high resolution data on climate-
resilient fisheries governance capacity are needed.
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• The MSC Assessment of Risks posed by 
Climate Change to sustainable seafood 
(ARC) project will provide a large scale, 
spatially explicit risk assessment.
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