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Abstract

Mauritius is one of the Small Island Developing Countries (SIDCs) of the Western Indian Ocean and has made efforts to establish
a resilient socio-economic system with the marine environment surrounding it through the “blue economy” concept. On the other
hand, the dynamics of the marine environment and recent changes in ecosystems significantly affect the reality of development. In
the North Pacific, climate change has been altering the structure and function of marine ecosystems.The alteration brought
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challenges to the institutions and governance framework in fisheries communities, but several cases seemingly “reflected” the
changes and regained resiliency with adaptive measures. In this study, we investigate the approach of legal resilience of cases in
the North Pacific. We focus on how adaptive legal structures assist fisheries governance in the North Pacific, especially in Japan,
and respond to ecological changes and challenges. Reviews and semi-/unstructured interviews were conducted to collect
necessary information for interpretations. Adaptive co-management practices and community-based models were found as
effective approaches for enhancing resiliency with adequate legal designs. The past and present dynamics of the ecosystem and
resources, as well as the economy, have shaped stakeholders’ adaptive responses and local governance strategies. Policy
making and political support for the resiliency of fisheries communities should be done with the involvement of stakeholders, with
the proper guidance based on scientific information in the dynamics of the eco-economic system. In Mauritius, the Community
scale of Industry-Government-Academia Collaboration with “practical training” process in the dynamics may be effective for finding
effective political support and designing the adaptive system.
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Mauritius is a Small Island Developing Country (SIDC) International scale @ntemational "

promoting Blue Economy. However, its socio- economic Agreements
resilience is affected by climate change in its marine
environment. The issue is how can Mauritius build a
legally resilient and adaptive fisheries governance
system? Our approach adopted is to learn from cases of
adaptive management in North Pacific Fisheries
communities.
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Legal resilience is the capacity of laws and
governance frameworks to adapt in response to

communities and stakeholders In
1990’s for sandfish in Akita, which
temporally restored the stock, is an
example of a community-led adaptive
solution that has been shown to be
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