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Examples:
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Gelatinous are efficient feeders
medusae
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Objective:

To analyse the variability in the dominance
of copepods versus gelatinous plankton in a
coastal upwelling ecosystem



Study area & series: Galicia, NW Spain
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Oceanic series
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Oceanic series
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Coastal series

water column
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Coastal series: Vigo
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Coastal series: A Coruna
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Coastal series:
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Relationships with climate:
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Conclusions:

e Evidence of multiannual periods of relative dominance
of gelatinous plankton

* No regional trend: local (and temporal) differences in
the relative dominance of gelatinous groups

* Increase in tunicates may be related with climatic
conditions reducing upwelling

* Increase in medusae: unexplained by climate (fisheries?)

* Trophic implications: lower transfer of energy to fish



