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Quick overview of fisheries socio-
economic status and trends 



BC Landings - taxa totals
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BC Landed Values - taxa totals
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Total marine products 
(Canada: kg/person)
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Fish processing has seen its employment levels partly supported by the 
ability to import raw products for processing, it’s diversification into new 
species and the need for the processing of new aquaculture products.  



Compilation of tax-filer data reveals that, after twenty years of decline, about 
4,600 individuals worked in the province’s commercial fisheries in 2008  



For the salmon gillnet fishery, only the most productive vessels (measured in terms 
of salmon landings) break even; for most vessels, the revenues from the salmon 

harvest alone do not cover operating costs such as fuel and licence fees  



The majority of new fishery related job 
opportunities will be due to attrition 



• BC’s aging population is changing the labour market such that most job 
opportunities are now due to attrition.  

• Demand for higher skilled occupations is on the rise.   

• Fishing industry is undergoing professionalization which means: 
• setting qualifying standards for new entrants;  
• seafood processing is demanding new skills as new technologies are 

used; and aquaculture requires in animal husbandry, fish health, etc.  
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