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An international program 
to assess and explain the 

diversity, distribution & abundance
of marine life 
(2000-2010) 

The Census of Marine Life: Making ocean life countThe Census of Marine Life: Making ocean life count



Grand Challenge Questions
Components

Grand Challenge QuestionsGrand Challenge Questions
ComponentsComponents

1) What did live in the oceans?
CoML answer: History of Marine Populations Program

2) What does live in the oceans?
CoML answer: Ocean Realm Field Projects

3) What will live in the oceans? 
CoML answer: Future of Marine Populations Program

4) How to access & visualize data on living marine 
resources?    
CoML answer: Ocean Biogeographic Information System
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A program of explorations 
and applications

A program of explorations A program of explorations 
and applicationsand applications

• Sustainable Fisheries

• Marine Protected Areas (finding hotspots)

• Habitat Loss and Pollution

• Environmental Assessments 

• Invasive species

• Endangered Species

• UN Convention on Biodiversity                   

• Global Climate Change

Applications:



COML Ocean Realms & ZonesCOML Ocean Realms & ZonesCOML Ocean Realms & Zones
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Regional Implementation 
Committees (RICs)

Regional Implementation 
Committees (RICs)



ProposalProposalProposal

CoML-PICES collaborative initiative to 
look at the North Pacific Eco regions

•Integration of research and expertise of 
the 2 programs
•Scientific capacity building in the 5 North 
Pacific countries



PICES 2005 ReportPICES 2005 Report
Marine Life in the North PacificMarine Life in the North Pacific

www.pices.int



PossibilitiesPossibilitiesPossibilities

•Joint workshops ex. The PICES yellow 
sea initiative to gather known data and the 
CoML history project
•Scientific exchanges ex. PICES and 
CoML scientific intern ships (a cross over of 
young scientists)
•Publications ex. An updated look at North 
Pacific Ecosystems


